
 142  c h i l d r e n from divorced

familie
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of divorce. In an attempt to identify one
mechanism through which genetic factors con-
tribute to divorce risk, Jockin, McGue, and
Lykken (1996) examined correlations between
marital status and personality characteristics for
a subset of the twins included in McGue and
Lykken's (1992) attinm
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More specifically, delinquent behaviors as self-
reported in 1980 (when the future mothers were
15 to 22 years old) were used to predict (a)
divorce or nonmaritas childbearing between
1981
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Table 1Demographic Characteristics of the Sample
Characteristic

Mother's

 age
Age at first marriage
Age at first divorce
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the increase in children's externalizing behavior
in single-parent families. Still, one can
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logical effects on the


