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2  Interviews were held with all INAC regional registration managers except in Saskatchewan and the Atlantic
region.  
3  Several unsuccessful efforts were made to contact Vital Statistics representatives in Ontario.
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4  Not all First Nations have assumed the responsibility for administering Indian registration.  In the case of First
Nations in the Northwest Territories, the process is administered by the 







Factors Contributing to Unstated Paternity
10

0

25

50

Group 1 Group 2



Factors Contributing to Unstated Paternity
11

0

25

50

75

Group 1

2 8 . 6 3 7 5  6 6 * R 3 7 . 4

P r o p o r t i o n  R e p o r t i n g  K n o w l e d g e  o f  D e n i a l  o f  M e m b e r s h i p  ( % ) F i g u 3 9 7 6 P r o p o r t i o n  o f  F i r s t  N a t i o n s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  R e p o r t i n g  L o s s  o f



Factors Contributing to Unstated Paternity
12

Although trained and experienced at the job,  First Nations registration administrators
identified a shortage of resources in relation to responding to the needs of parents and the
broader community on the job,
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A significant proportion (more than 25 percent) of respondents also stated that awareness and
educational initiatives were  
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Although compliance difficulties are widely believed to be a frequent cause of unstated
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5. Summary and Recommended Actions

Based on the evidence provided by respondents to the study’s surveys, unstated paternity
frequently results from difficulties experienced by parents in complying with the 
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The department should consider developing and funding the production of information
packages for prospective parents (e.g. pamphlets and other print materials) concerning
both the birth registration and Indian registration processes and the consequences
of unstated
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Appendix A -  Interview Schedules

Questions for INAC Indian Registration Managers

How common is non-disclosed paternity (i.e. where a child’s father is not identified for
purposes of Indian registration) in your region?

Have you discussed this issue with First Nations registry clerks or held workshops or
information sessions with them on this issue?

Do you think that the First Nations registry clerks in your region have sufficient information
concerning unstated paternity and how registration entitlement is established for childrec 0  TcTw ( ) Tj
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