


language, stated, “Daddy is an alcoholic and a womanizer and doesn’t deserve to have children. I
hate him, and I never want to see him again.”

Sheila

On a Sunday night, Sheila, an 18 month-old female infant, was brought to the emergency room
by her distraught mother, Mrs. L., who stated that Sheila had been sexually abused by her father.
Mrs. L. related that Mr. L. had visiting rights with Sheila that weekend, and when he returned
Sheila she had a “red bottom.” The child abuse clinical team was called to evaluate Sheila.
Sheila had an intact hymen on examination, and no physical evidence of sexual abuse was



ALLEGATIONS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Some clinical studies have reported a significant incidence of child sexual abuse in families after
marital dissolution (Thoennes, 1990). There may be several reasons for this outcome, including



LOSS, DEPRESSION, ANGER, AND AGGRESSION



An alteration of family composition is what divorce is all about. Alteration in composition
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